
On the 30th of May migrants take back to the streets! 
Now it’s our time to Talk: migrant labor can’t be silenced 

 
We are the migrants who spent quarantine doing essential jobs. We are women and men who worked in 
the warehouses and in the factories, in the fields and in the supermarkets, who delivered every kind of 
good, who sanitized your houses, companies and hospitals; we are those who took care of sick and elderly 
people. Some of us, instead, lost their job, couldn’t get access to state subsidies and now, without a job 
nor an income, risk to lose our residency permit. 
 
We are migrants, women and men, who live in overcrowded centers like the CAS in Via Mattei because 
neither the Prefecture, nor the Municipality or the Region were eager to find alternative solutions. Our 
job is essential, but even the democrats who govern this welcoming region think that our lives can be 
sacrificed. Even those democrats who took to the streets with us granting their attention to our condition, 
have now disappeared. 
 
We are those migrants, women and men, who have had their permit suspended by the 
government until the end of August. Thousands of requests for a renewal attend to be examined by 
the Immigration Office of the Questure, but bosses and landlords don’t make job or rent contracts with 
migrants who only have a receipt of the request. So, at the end of the summer we risk clandestinity: 
without a job and with a lower and lower wage, how are we supposed to renew our residency 
permit? 
 
With this pandemic, institutional racism exposes us even more to blackmail: for them it makes no 
difference if we are disposable labor force to be exploited regularly or irregularly. This is what the 
government is doing with this regularization. In these years, who worked in the warehouses, cooperatives 
or factories, often irregularly or with on-call-contracts, instead of working in the fields, in the care or 
domestic sector, will still be irregular and on the edge of secrecy. What they grant us is a six-month 
temporary permit which doesn’t freed us from the blackmail of the job contract. Furthermore, this 
regularization revives the kind of permit right’s governments used for years to allow bosses the right to 
decide on our permanency. This regularization is an old-fashioned way to exploit, in new ways, 
what we have always named ‘migrant labor’. In this phase2 our freedom remains suspended 
between racism and exploitation. 
 
This is why we chose to break the wall of silence that hides our existences and those of people who are 
still challenging the Mediterranean. We are women and men who don’t accept to keep staying in a 
quarantine from which migrants will probably get out without a permit. We are those migrant workers 
who have been living here for decades, for whom citizenship is still an unkept promise. An evident 
blackmail for us and our children. For all these reasons, on the 30th of May we’ll be in Piazza Nettuno, 
Bologna, while in Paris many migrant collectives will demonstrate against racism and exploitation, both 
reinforced by this pandemic all over the world: we want an unlimited and unconditioned European 
residency permit, released from family, income and job limits. 
 
 

Saturday May 30, 4 pm, piazza Nettuno, Bologna 
Our freedom can’t remain suspended between racism and exploitation. 

 
 
ASCAI Bologna, Associazione Camerunense – Associazione Benininesi per la fraternità – Appennino Migrante – Associazione Lavoratori 
Marocchini in Italia – Associazione Senegalese Chaikh/Anta Diop – Comunità del Sierra Leone – Comunità Gambiana di Bologna – Comunità 
Nigeriana di Bologna – Comunità Pakistana Bologna – Coordinamento Eritrea Democratica – Diaspora Guineana dell’Emilia-Romagna – 
Yeredemeton Comunità Maliana 
 
Info: coo.migra@gmail.com 327.57.82.056 
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